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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 - 16 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 4-13 & 15-16 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 4 recites "found" in line 2 and should be changed to "the found". 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "found" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "a high priority event" in line 1 and recites "a calendar 
application" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites "found" in line 4 and should be changed to "the found". 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "a high priority event" in line 2 and recites "a calendar 
application" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

. Claim 9 recites the limitation "a calendar application" in line 1 and recites "a device" in 
line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "a calendar application" in line 1 and recites "a device" in 
line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "a device" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "a calendar application" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "a high priority event" in line 4 and recites "one or more 
overlapping events" in line 5. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 
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Claim 15 recites the limitation "a high priority event" in line 5 and recites "overlapping 
events" in line 10 and recites "instructions" in line 1 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "a high priority event" in line 3; and recites "those" in line 5 
should be changed to "those events"; and recites "overlapping events" in line 6 and recites 
"processing alternatives" in line 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Appropriate Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Regarding clajm 2, the term "possible" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

As per Claim 9, line 2 the term "using it" renders the claim indefinite. "It" is a pronoun 
and use of a pronoun is unacceptable in claimed language. Only what is referred to by the 
pronoun should be set forth in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102Jhat form the. 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bates et al. 

(US 2003/0103415) 

As per Claim 1 , Bates discloses: 

a device for handling a calendar application (Par. 4, In. 1-3, electronic 

calendar application handling) 

means for browsing a calendar application (Par. 4, In. 1-3, electronic calendar 
application for scheduling meetings where browsing is an inherent feature of 
modern calendar applications) 

means for receiving a high priority event to be added to a calendar 
application (Par. 7, In 4-5, "application sets a first meeting schedule and a first 
meeting priority number associated with the first meeting" for adding to calendar) 
means for searching possible overlapping events in a calendar application 
as a response to receiving a high priority event (Par. 17, In. 23-25, 
determination is made as to whether or not there is any schedule conflict / Fig. 2 
#22) 

means for presenting found one or more overlapping events (Par. 19, In. 7- 
9, inform user of meeting overlap) 

means for receiving instructions for processing certain one or more 
presented overlapping events (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide 
device to process overlapping events) 
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means for processing overlapping events according to received 

instructions (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide device to process 

overlapping events). 
As per Claim 2, Bates discloses: 

a program component for searching possible overlapping events (Fig. 2 #22 
/ Par. 17, In. 23-25, searching for schedule conflicts). 
As per Claim 3, Bates discloses: 

means for associating processing alternatives with found overlapping 
events (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & Par. 19, In. 16-19, determination of schedule conflict causes priority 
determination to occur and alternative option in processing exists to user). 
As per Claim 4, Bates discloses: 

means for presenting to user found one or more overlapping events with 
one or more selectable processing alternatives associated to those (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & 
Par. 19, In. 16-19, determination of schedule conflict causes priority determination to occur and 
alternative option in processing exists to user). 
As per Claim 5, Bates discloses: 

a program component for processing found overlapping events according 
to received processing instructions (Par. 17, In. 1-5, resolving meeting conflicts according to 
instructions, Fig. 2). 
As per Claim 6, Bates discloses: 

wherein a high priority event is selectable from a menu of a calendar 
application (Par. 21, In. 1-2, user can designate priority meeting from a calendar application). 
As per Claim 7, Bates discloses: 
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means for searching a memory block storing removed overlapping 
calendar events as a response to deleting the high priority event from the calendar 
application, and recovering found, timely matching, previously removed, overlapping 
events to the calendar application (Par. 20, In. 1-8, meeting is stored in memory but inactive 
until higher priority event is deleted, then the inactive memory returns to active state to replace 
the deleted event). 
As per Claim 8, Bates discloses: 

means for comparing time associated to a high priority event to a 
respective time of a calendar application for finding possible overlapping events from the 
calendar application (Par. 18, In. 1-5, comparing time associated to high priority meeting to 
time of calendar application for finding overlapping meeting from calendar application). 
As per Claim 9, Bates discloses: 

wherein a calendar application is situated in a device using it (Par. 13, In. 6- 

8, calendar application can be maintained in any device on network where device 

uses calendar application). 
As per Claim 10, Bates discloses: 

wherein a calendar application is situated in a remote device being 
connected to a device using the calendar application (Par. 13, In. 6-8, can be maintained on 
any device on network, Fig. 1, where any device can maintain calendar application). 
As per Claim 1 1 , Bates discloses: 

wherein the received high priority event is recognized by a central unit of a 
device (Par. 17, In. 22-25, high priority meeting is received and recognized by calendar 
application device). 
As per Claim 12, Bates discloses: 
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wherein the received high priority is recognized by a calendar application 

(Par. 17, In. 22-25, high priority meeting is received and recognized calendar 
application) 
As per Claim 13, Bates discloses: 

a method for handling a calendar application (Par. 4, In. 1-3, electronic 
calendar application handling) 

receiving a high priority event to be added to a calendar application (Par. 7, 
In 4-5, "application sets a first meeting schedule and a first meeting priority 
number associated with the first meeting to be added") 
searching possible overlapping events in a calendar application as a 
response to receiving a high priority event (Par. 17, In. 23-25, determination 
is made as to whether or not there is any schedule conflict / Fig. 2 #22) 
when one or more overlapping events are found, presenting found one or 
more overlapping events with one or more processing alternatives for 
processing the found events (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & Par. 19, In. 16-19, 
determination of schedule conflict causes priority determination to occur and 
alternative option in processing exists to user) 

receiving a processing instruction for one or more presented overlapping 
events (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide device to process overlapping 
events) 

processing the one or more overlapping events according to the one or 
more received processing instructions (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions 
guide device to process overlapping events). 
As per Claim 14, Bates discloses: 
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a step of adding the received high priority event to the calendar application 

(Par. 7, In 4-5, "application sets a first meeting schedule and a first meeting 
priority number associated with the first meeting to be added") and processing 
the one or more overlapping events (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide 
device to process overlapping events) according to the one or more received 
processing instructions as a response to a confirmation by a user (Par. 17, 
In. 23-25 & Par. 19, In. 16-19, determination of schedule conflict causes priority 
determination to occur and alternative option in processing exists to user where 
user must give confirmation by setting such option). 
As per Claim 15, Bates discloses: 

software means for browsing a calendar application (Par. 4, In. 1-3, 
electronic calendar application for scheduling meetings where browsing is an 
inherent feature of modern calendar applications) 

software means for receiving a high priority event (Par. 7, In 4-5, "application 
sets a first meeting schedule and a first meeting priority number associated with 
the first meeting" for adding to calendar) 

software means for searching possible overlapping events in a calendar 
application as a response to receiving a high priority event (Par. 17, In. 23- 
25, determination is made as to whether or not there is any schedule conflict / 
Fig. 2 #22) 

software means for associating found one or more overlapping events with 
one or more processing alternatives and software means for receiving 
selected alternatives as instructions for processing certain one or more 
presented overlapping events (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & Par. 19, In. 16-19, 
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determination of schedule conflict causes priority determination to occur and 
alternative option in processing exists to user) 

software means for processing overlapping events according to received 
instructions (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide device to process 
overlapping events). 
As per Claim 16, Bates discloses: 

program component for handling a high priority event (Par. 4, In. 1-3, 
electronic calendar application handling) 

means for starting a search for possible overlapping events in a calendar 
application as a response to receiving a high priority event (Par. 17, In. 23- 
25, determination is made as to whether or not there is any schedule conflict / 
Fig. 2 #22) 

means for associating the found one or more overlapping events with one 
or more alternatives for processing those (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & Par. 19, In. 16- 
19, determination of schedule conflict causes priority determination to occur and 
alternative option in processing exists to user) 

means for processing presented overlapping events according to received 
selections (Fig. 2 / Par. 23, In. 2-5, instructions guide device to process 
overlapping events) for processing alternatives (Par. 17, In. 23-25 & Par. 19, 
In. 16-19, determination of schedule conflict causes priority determination to 
occur and alternative option in processing exists to user). 

. . _ . - Conclusion- ~ — 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Parham (Paul) R. Fatehi whose telephone number is 571-270-1407. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30AM-5PM EST, off alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chameli Das can be reached on (571)272-3696. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-270-1000. 



Paul Fatehi 
Examiner 




i j - ■■ - - • - 



